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scheme, not to, give information upon ithe de- 
‘sent Aip a plan of reform which 
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mw 


{ tify ite debates of bar-roomand 


‘epon thelr merit And what ate the tests? 
of commercial interest in the 


'} The future paths of the South American coast, 


the commerce to which we are only beginning 
to share, lie over..the Isthmus. The South 
Sea‘Islands, mainly tributary to Europe, are 


vto-be reached: by. the same track. Australia, 


BO} ptedicted by eminent historical seers as the 
4 fature seat of British empire, is reached from 


84 Lomdon by « right 


The 
“y East Indies, are to be: 


line crossilig the Isthmus. 
whole trade ‘of Chins, Japan, and the 
by the same 
‘aud thus is Central America the 
mashes: Gly ch aantbieal OKA nivightlion. The 
ifiterest in it is-common to mankind ;-or ifany: 


-| Government ; have ‘a right.to.eontrol ithtt is 
| Biigland,‘which still, holds her place as. tha 


these matters. The District- 
TAL, hag been before the Com: . 
08 ‘the:advocate of a: particular’ 


tails of “his own departmient: -'The Mayor has 
he very per- 
emptorily declares to be essential to the public 
good,-“but hie: lias‘ not been asked to explain 
in deteil the duties of his office, the points 
which need reform, and the general practical 
working of the Executive machine, A lobby 
from the Common Council has gone to Albany, 
but toxitge their own interests rather than ex- 
plain:theirown practical-action. The Comp- 
troller; whose office. is the key to the financial 
operations of the City, has mot been asked a 
syllable ‘in regard to. its organiz or its 
powers. Mr. Josupn Brown, an ‘able lawyer, 
and a man, but. who has. never had 
the sligh practical acquaintance with the 
operations of the City Government, has drawn 
up a Charter and been “heard” in its support. 
Gov. Drarzr, Mr. Gruwwert,- several news- 
paper reporters and other gentlemen of re- 
spectability-and intelligence, have ‘been asked 
for their “‘views” on the general spbject of 
Charter Reform and a Police Commigsion ;~- 
but they have none of them any special knowl- 
-edge of the details of the actual working of our 
municipal machinery, and of course could = 
the Committee webs ra" information u 
feet pe 
nder these 


we fear 
is being done at’ Me 


for the actual re- 


‘Watt our Cily from the evils of ita chronic: 


ar % sp oregmee It is» at the’ best, and with 
al: pacha torts had upon the sub- 
jeet, rather a. perilous veer gece Pra 
bers from the rural districts to 

and modes of governing ‘a million of people, 


living under circumstances and conditions ‘0 


very different from those with which ‘they are 


poaaaee familiar ; and -it should inever be 


attempted but with the pies seaien, ont 
the most cayeful pursuit of in the 
quarters where it is most likely tobe obtained. 
It is getting late in the session, we are aware ; 
but we trust the Pegs a gm 
im duty may 
obtain, practical men, ry be 
formation which they will firid | ver 
Sayenas to any proper aches o 
they have undertaken. 
re 
A Rz-recocrmox ov Consux. 
We understand that « petition . 


hts 
sek ©x- 


ni to sane 
him.to “re-fegognize” Mr. Baxgotay, the Consul 


, | of IC 'B. ME: for thie port of New-York, whom 


he, sent. back. to Her Majesty last year. The 


-petition-is ‘based upon the fact: brn 


cides which ted to tie, Dépeals|dieaio 


Jered “have been adjusted and. 
‘wibby Gowrneenral Engiat bo oon 


‘of Lord Narn as 


“Assbastador to Weahington: But it}strikes us. 
thatthe “President has’no ‘more’ power, or’ 


business, to. interfere in this matter, than he 


would have to recall Mr. Craurrtox, or inter- 


parative magnitude 
interests in the vicinity of:the Isthmus is td 


with Giteat- Britain: 


first commercial Power of the world: If com~" 
of territorial or industrial 


decide the’ point, again we losé’in the contest 
In close proximity to 
Central Ameérica:are-her islands of the Wind, 
ward Group,.and Jamaica. ' Belize, a sefile- 
ment of the utmost value to British. industry, is 
actually upon the disputed soil; and hag been 
held these hundred years bys title leas only 
by form than absolutesovereignty, Add to, 
ris, that a British company, under the imme- 
diate auspices of Governmént; has undertaken: 
the construction of the Honduras Railtoad, sy 
enterprise tequirifig immen¥e capital, and 


every guarmmtes to its security; and we hayé’ 


an exhibit of direct material interest we«shall 
be ata loss to counterbalance. We have no 
territory within hundreds of. miles; and no 
other monetary interest in the Panama Rail- 


road, which is not within the bounds of tha. 


States affected by the treaty. Upon every 
point, therefore, we are met by @ /feriiori 
reasoning to the advantage of Great Britain. 
We uniformly lose by it. 

It is hardly*worth while to notice objections 
to the ‘separate convention made by. Great 
Britain with Honduras, touching the Bay 
Islands. . Having never claimed ownership in 
that minute archipelago; having, on the con- 
trary, asserted. it strongly for Honduras, and 
assailed the injustice of England in withhold- 
ken dog n> paid areata loss to. see upon 

we ate to denounce a convention 
by which England yielda all ight and authority 
in them finally. ‘To.complain that we are not 

a party'to the transaction is the merest: absar- 
dity, as the Government of the United. States 
had no more than.a contingent and possible in- 
terest in the matter; had declined any share 
in the Interoceanic Railroad project; upon 
which those Islands have most important bear- 
ings; and the enterprise of the American peo- 
ple had sought other localities for interoceanic 
routes; that of Panama, more than six hun- 
dred miles distant, being the nearest. No pre- 
tenee of injured. dignity, .or neglected right, 
could, indeed, be less tenable than any founded 
upon the Ruatan Treaty: the Convention was 
nociroumvention; our Government must étand 
convicted of reasonless jealousy, or of the 
most unwarrantable presumption, should it 
periously present sucha cavil to the aetigh 
Foreign Office. 


an SNNREEEE Renee. eeneeenneEeEnEE 
“Posr-Orrioxn Stre—Tue Brick Cuoron 
:Propsntr.—After about sixty days’ delay, Ca- 


+’ tm Cusnine, the Attorney-General, has sdvis- 


ed the Secretary of the Treasury that he cannot 
acéept the title of the Brick Church property, 
which was purchased by the President undér a 
law.of Congress,.as the site for a new City 
Post-Office. <A copy of this report has been 
forwarded to the counsel of the owners of the 

in question,—but it contains no state- 
ment. of the legal points taken by the Attorney- 
General, nor any specification-of the particn- 
Jars in which rt title ig held to he defective. 
It intimates that the title may be suf- 
ficient for the purposes of individual ownership, 
‘thé Government, for its own security, ngeee 


oNaah pana gg 


a ea ra sad’ wil 
VR Stee 


BS Sano gg! ac narrate 


; Reh ton 
: ated eleowhere: pine ae aaa Wh 


i eines az Ae 


% 


ther.” 


ace si etna 2. 
Fa tar” ig Berman 


yapon in Europe: euteicipencasbias von 
reat ners of American gentlemien, to the great glee, ‘sation in 
‘of our enemies, and the great shame and ‘con- | ij 


“fasion of our friends.” We do : not 
impose upon Congress the task of 


“ch the coasts by which 1 la of: easiest foo'T- on 


‘fested ; but we do earnestly call upon it to pu- 
scur- 
‘vility, - This it can do, and todo, ‘The: 
impunity with which its coarser members ate 

allowed:to profane the national councils with } 


their slang and -Billingegate, must have, and: 


had, a most déleterious influence upon thé tone } | 


of morals and manners in society all over the. 
country, and above all, that portion of tlie ris- 


aot ooienhareo anes 
ment, and, between 3 
Paucmy.0t “Did you WER: oreeaoe 


Our Ton J otha he gd fortane to on 


ing generation who see in aseat in’ Congress % 


" | the goal-of an honorable ambition. Every | 
anything of history.or of hu- } 


one who knows 
man nature, knows what an influence delicacy 
of language has in preserving delicacy of sen- 
timent. A nice sense of hortor, noble thoughts 


and aspirations become speedily deadened orex- 
tinct by contact with ruffianism. Foul language } 


speedily takes the fine edgooff gentlomanhood, } abili 
It pollutes all it touchesy No one could: long } | 


preserve his self-respect if the were called a liar 


and a blackguard nine.or tem times'a day with. 
impunity, and were fé¥ced to associate with } c. 
men who met his arguiients with cudgels, and 


his pathos with catcalls. 


The evil-of whith we complain is tow of: ' 
‘such long-standing that we greatly fear, the. 


public has'ceased to feel its‘ etiormity. “The 


age of an abuse is, however, only an additional: 
reason for wishing to get rid of it. Thegreat-. 


est issue by which this country has been agita- 


ted since the Revolution was raised at the late}... The. 
election. . A great political party rose into.ex-j- 4 


“istenee in a few monthé, under cover of @ g 48 ‘4 idl cine 
It proposed ‘to. itself ' to enter: uppm }.0: be eng: 


principle. 
the work of purifying our political atmosy 


and infusing more of sound morality and} jus : 


tice into our legislation. -We er. 7 


recommend all honest Republicans, pending’ 


the, accomplishment of -their..great- work, to’: 


turn their attention to the comparatively small 
but-important matter of purifying Congression- 
al debates of their scurrility. It is much easier 
to make.men talk like gentlemen than feel like 
gentlemion. “One ¢an’t make men good, but 
there are divers ways, all of them open to the 
adoption of a parliamentary assemblage, of 
ing them civil-tongued 


The incidents to which we refer are of week- 
dy occurrence, andone of their - worst charac- 
teristics is thé small amount of attention which 
they now seem to excite. The Houses seem 
to have abandoned all regard to parliamentary 
or any other known etiquette: Men, whose 


lives have passed in study, and whose manners 
have polished by association with all int fs 


best. and most refined in this country And in 
Europe—men who unite rare Wisdom 
with rare grace—men, in short, who, 
in. any . assemblage of j 

the world, might wear Sidney’s white plume 
and wear it proudly, abound amongst us. We 
meet them everywhere—but hardly ever in 
Congress. The reason is obvious. Congress is a 
body made up of heterogeneous elements: The 
man who has passed his life in the study and: 


the salon there finds himself on equal footing | Timon, Esq., 


with the Southern. rowdy who. has passed his 
life in bat-rooms, and to his horror ‘finds that 
the rowdy has things all his own way—that it 
is his habits that set the fashion. Syne car- 
ried his wit, eloquence, and learning, to the 
Senate-house itself, only to have them - beaten 
out-of his head by Brooxs’ cane. No wonder 
we havé to complain of the reluctance of our | 
best men to quit their-homes for the political 
arena. If Dr. Kaus had lived and consented - 


‘to represent New-York to-morrow, he woald 


find it bad enough to sit side by side with Hzr- 
sent, the Californian homicide, but worse still 


vto.find -himself at. the merey of the fellow’s 


foul tongue, or his bloody knife. 
‘The reports of Tuesday’s debates furnish a: 
text and an illustration forthe foregoing re- 
One of the flowers of Southern chiv- 
alry—Mr. Waiaur, of Tennessee—on the pre- 
vious day interrupted a speech of Mr. Sums- 
tsax by the singularly classic and laconic ob- 
servation—“That’s a lie!” The interruption 
is duly reported in the newspapers. Mr. Suzr- 
Max rises to call attention to it. Having made 
his statement it was his duty fo leave it in the 
hands of the Speaker, who was bound to see 
that Wnicur apologised and retracted then and 
there, if only out of respect to the House itself. 
However, this was much too legal and decorous 
an ending to the matter to suit the taste’of any 
of the parties concerned; “Watcir acknowl-. 
edged having uttered the plirase complained of, 
but said that he meant no disrespect to the 
House. by it; it was simply a Tentiesseean’ 
mode of dispeting the accuracy of a statement 
of facts; which is much the same thing 0s 
& man to give. you up your seat 
in the theatre; by at once giving him a black 
eye and a bloody nose.. To this Sumxman re- 


torted' by, informing Wrianr that when he }. 


committed the. offence with which he was. 


ignoble but highly useful occupations. For ws 
arm untitled; ’: aud hard-working Yankees, . 
w 


men, to attempt to make invidious distinctions 
onere cunmeiiiogsion, ean Ped tcn se § 
sources of their wealth , to say the least of it, | 
the very essence of : 
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To give society, its darian acs ea 


if ts cxsedalicg sod nto cg th edd 
of its entertainer, and so.long as yooma are 
‘spacious, hig champagne well iced,’ and his 
oysters fat and well cooked, society will go to 
his parties without asking for references. A 
lady belonging to one-ef our “‘ fustest families” 
recently received an invitation to the house of 


a person living in an unexceptionable part of |-tion 


in | the City, but, whose name she had never heard 


of before. She hesitated what todo; but her 
husband, on inquiry, found thatthe. name of. 


their unknown friend represented half a mil- ase 
lion of dollars, and that was enougt.| Thé in- | bel 
Vitation was accepted; as a ae? agen apy er 


This - is the “usual way with society; but } With 


his great party ‘‘ camo-off”’ ‘on the night «p- 
poormgpteges apy 

went, in spite sarsaparilla, and 

have been delighted with the splendors at he 


proved an exception. renee | Hn 


to , a» 


sary 
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occasion, only everybody was there; and every. investment to 9 -s : 


body,-in the sense which society uses the word, 
me synonym for nobody. 
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Sern nat ay i ea 3 = 


sion of that vice. 
In'the meanwhile let no parvenue m 


cx omc ri wo has made mony home aucing t 


-estly, be afraid to spend it. 
take courage by the brilliant sue 
Sarsaparille /éte in 

arts snmaek Merete ton 
ficent, and as liberal, as his means will admit. 
Society will. be bat too happy to crowd his 


splendid apartments, to laugh at his dullest | 


jokes, and to receive him into its most ex- 
elusive circles. 

_Tue Hearep Texu.—The wizapa of Brook- 
lyn Heights is dumbfounded by the extraordi- 
nary condition of the weather. A heated term: 
in February is so unaccountable a phenomenon 


that E. M. has dropped the weather asthough | asc, 


‘it were a hot potato, ‘Hid Span eae 
burning his fingers if he should. touch it, 


he probably would. It is safe to predict thatit | 


cannot 


sanch ‘longer, bet. if. it should we | SS" 


fear’ ictects. engeethontate he nipped in | @the 
the bud. ch SNE SR SS ewe Saree 
take the too forward. vegetation of Spring.) |" 


charged, he-was “an -excited and ‘drunken’| 


blackguard.” _ The Speaker: here ‘reminded 


the gentleman. that~ he. was ‘not inorder.” | 
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